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Abby Greenwood is a former REACH student 

who is well on her way to making it big on the 

Broadway stage. In fact, this past summer, she 

wrote her first musical, and it was even performed 

at the Florence Little Theater. 

Greenwood was a REACH student from third 

to sixth grade. In an interview with the soon to be 

sensation, she stated, “Those were the best four 

years of my life!” While living in Florence, she at-

tended  Carver Elementary, Lucy T. Davis Elemen-

tary, and John W. Moore Intermediate School. 

She became interested in theater after audition-

ing for a show at the Florence Little Theater called 

Annie Jr. She said that she fell in love after first par-

ticipating in theater. Greenwood decided to write 

the headline worthy play Antonia on a plane ride 

back from New York City in January of 2018. The 

musical is about the side of Marie Antoinette that 

others do not seem to see. Greenwood said, “Did 

you know that Antoinette never said, ‘Let them eat 

cake?’” Greenwood decided to make the play a 

reality because she had a story that needed to be 

told. She and her cast raised money to rent out the 

Florence Little Theater where they planned to 

perform Antonia. 

Greenwood wants to perform the play Antonia 

in a Charleston theater and maybe one day on 

Broadway.  As far as her career in theater goes, she 

plans to release more plays. She said, “I  want my 

work to inspire others.” 

Previously, Greenwood participated in the plays 

Les Misérables, Fiddler On The Roof, Tuck Everlasting, 
Crowns, and Driving Miss Daisy. She currently attends 

Charleston County School Of Arts. Greenwood 

has big dreams, and she is working hard to make 

them come true. 

Wildfire Could Impact Oxygen Levels 
by  Louis 

 A huge wildfire is burning in the Amazon Rain-

forest that could cause climate change.  According 

to a recent article by Julianna Santos at the Univer-

sity of Melbourne, the fires are burning in nine 

Brazilian states, but the fires are also active in all 

nine countries that are a part of the Amazon. 

Brazil holds over half of the Amazon rainfor-

est. Between May and August, more than 50,000 

fires have started, and they have destroyed over 

30,000 square kilometers of rainforest. According 

to CNet, “The number of fires in Brazil this year is 

the highest on record since 2013 and is up by 85 

percent from last year alone.” 

How did the fires start? CNet reports that the 

fires were mostly caused by humans. Farmers and 

ranchers often use fire to clear land. Burning is a 

common farming practice that has been used for 

many years in Brazil. Fire is a quick way to clear 

bush and debris to prepare soil for farming. 

According to DOGOnews, the Amazon rainfor-
est makes up 20 percent of the world’s oxygen; 

that is why it is called the “lungs of the planet.” 

Not only does the Amazon create clean air, but 

DOGOnews reports that it also “sucks up about a 

quarter of the 2.4 billion metric tons of carbon 

that global forests absorb each year.” If the Ama-

zon is destroyed or burnt down, then it will not 

provide oxygen and will, instead, give off carbon 

dioxide, which is a greenhouse gas that fuels cli-

mate change.  

There are many ways people can help save the 

Amazon rainforest. They can donate to the Rain-

forest Action Network, use less paper and wood, 

and they can 

eat less beef, 

because 

most fast 

food burgers 

are usually 

linked to 

deforesta-
tion. 
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Puppy Mills: Prisoners for Profit? 

by  Kayla 
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In my opinion, puppy mills are bad! I think they are bad for 

the puppies, and they create problems for local shelters.  

According to the American Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), a puppy mill is a “Large-scale 

commercial dog breeding operation where profit is given priori-

ty over the well-being of the dogs.” Puppy mills generally have 

horrible conditions, create 

breeding issues, and cause 

health problems for pets 

born in them. 

According to The United 

States Humane Society, the 

conditions in puppy mills are 

terrible. Dogs are usually 

kept in small, overcrowded 

cages, and they do not have 

proper nutrition, water, or fresh air. The dogs also have little to 

no medical care even when they are injured or sick. Some dogs 

are left in cages without any protection from bad weather.   

Breeding issues are also a problem in many puppy mills. 

“Mother dogs are bred with very little recovery time between 

litters, and once the dogs are no longer able to produce pup-

pies, they are often killed,” reports the ASPCA.  

The ASPCA also states  that health problems and diseases 

often occur in puppy mill dogs. These problems include: mange, 

infections, epilepsy, kidney disease, blood and endocrine disor-

ders, eye problems, and respiratory disorders. 

Puppy mills need to be stopped. The Humane Society of the 

United States gives tips for stopping puppy mills in a guide titled 

“An Advocate’s Guide to Stopping Puppy Mills.” The number 

one thing it recommends is for people to get the word out and 

let others know how bad puppy mills really are. 

Children have been trick-or-treating for more than 70 

years, but what age should they stop? Some adults give out less 

candy to older kids or say, “Don't you think you're a little 

old?” and give no candy at all! However, maybe these people 

are right since older kids may harass or bother younger kids. 

My opinion is that the age limit for trick-or-treating should 

be 14 years of age. Some cities, like Chesapeake, Virginia, think 

there should be age limits and have already put laws in place. 

According to Snopes, the Virginia law states, “If any persons 

over the age of 12 shall engage in the activity known as trick-or

-treat or any activity similar, he or she shall be guilty of a mis-

demeanor and shall be punished by a fine no less of $25 but no 

more than $100 or by confinement in jail for not more than six 

months or both.” Harsh, right? However, maybe there are 

good reasons for such laws. 

According to Snopes, on Halloween night in 1967, the fol-

lowing incidents were reported in Virginia. A firecracker was 

thrown in a younger child's treat bag by a teenager. Also, there 

were reports of black paint used to vandalize property. In addi-

tion, a 14 year old boy was 

stabbed after stealing candy. 

With older kids out trick-or-

treating and roaming  late into 

the evening, there is also a 

good chance that they may egg 

or teepee neighbors’ homes. 

Mischief like this created by 

older teens on Halloween is 

the reason that some towns want to make rules about age 

limits for trick-or-treaters. According to Snopes, no one has 

broken the Chesapeake law since it was created. It seems the 

rule has discouraged older kids from creating mischief there on 

Halloween.  

Older kids can be a danger during Halloween. There 

should be an age limit to assure that smaller children and 

neighbors are not terrorized on this traditionally fun night. 

Older kids should consider having an age appropriate Hallow-

een party or doing something other than trick-or-treating.  
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Trick-or-Treating: How Old is Too Old? 

by  Cameron 

Defy Gravity at New Trampoline Park 
by Hudson 

There is a new trampoline park called DEFY in Florence, South Carolina. It has a zipline, foam pits, ninja courses, and so much 

more! The new place is located off of Second Loop Road. 

DEFY offers a lot of fun activities for its guests. According to SCNOW, there is an area to jump, a dodgeball stadium, a dunk 

center for basketball, Olympic foam pits for tricks, and also a multi lane ninja course. 

However, the trampoline park is not free. According to defy.com, a one hour flight 

pass is $16 for guests over 7 years old. A one and a half hour flight pass costs $24. 

For two hours, it costs $32. Guests must purchase safety socks for three dollars if 

they forget to bring them. Guests who would like to come more often, should con-

sider a flight club membership. It costs $20 per month and allows guests to come 

every day for 2 hours for a whole month. However, members can only go before 

1:00pm on weekends. 

 No doubt, the trampoline park is a good way to burn off energy. The manager 

of DEFY in Florence, Angelo Castronova, said, “We aim to give kids a physical activi-

ty that gets them away from screen time. We want the park to be a place for people 

to bond with family and friends.” 

w
w

w
.p

u
b

li
c
d

o
m

a
in

p
ic

tu
re

s.
n

e
t 



 

 

 Fall is in the air! What a great time to create some fall treats. It is time to dress up and make goodies! Here are some recipes 

that are quick, easy, and fun! Check out these cool ideas from Pinterest. 
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Fun Fall Treats 
by Morgan 

VSCO Girls Start New Trends 

by Emma 
Plastic Straws:  Bad for Environment? 

by Sophia 

There has been a lot of talk recently about why people 

should not use plastic straws. Plastic straws are creating prob-

lems for our environment now and in the future. 

Why are plastic straws so bad? According to a recent article 

in The Washington Post, plastic straws are bad for the environ-

ment because they do not decompose. In fact, plastic can stay in 

landfills for hundreds of years. So, when straws are thrown in 

the ocean, they just float on the water. When they are in the 

water,  they can harm the animals, as well as harm the environ-

ment. Plastic straws cannot be recycled because they are too 

small. Even though straws make up a small percentage of the 

world’s trash, they will eventually add up. 

How can we solve this problem? One way we can solve this 

problem is by just not using plastic straws at all. We could also 

use other types of straws, such as paper, metal, or bamboo, 

which are better for the environment. According to The Wash-

ington Post, some companies even make straws out of pasta.  

According to a recent REACH survey,  81% of students 

think that plastic straws are bad for the environment. However, 

67.5% of students still use them. Sixth grade REACH student 
Morgan explains why she still uses plastic straws. She says, “Even 

though straws are bad for the environment, I still use them at 

restaurants because I don’t like to drink from the rim of their 

cup. What if they 

don’t wash the cups 

well?”   

Plastic straws are 

a small problem now, 

but they will become 

a bigger problem if 

we do not find alter-

natives for them and 

stop using them. 

www.commons.wikimedia.org 

A VSCO girl is a young teen who likes long walks on the 

beach, wears oversized T-shirts, and carries around a Hydro 

Flask water bottle to save the turtles. She also likes to say, 

“And I opp…. sksksksk.” 

What makes someone a VSCO girl? According to Fox 

Business,  VSCO girls try to save the turtles by using metal 

straws instead of plastic straws. They also use a Hydro Flask 

water bottle instead of using a plastic water bottle. In addition, 

they express their laughter by saying, “sksksksk.” VSCO girls 

say, “And I opp” to express shock. Their choice of shoes in-

clude Vans, Crocs, and Birkenstocks. VSCO girls also wear 

scrunchies, use Burt’s Bees Lip Balm, and wear Pura Vida 

bracelets. Finally, they also use the VSCO app, which is a pho-

tography app that allows them to edit photos and videos using 

special filters. 

Being a VSCO girl is very expensive. According to Ama-

zon, a Hydro Flask is at least $40, one metal straw is up to 

$10, and  an oversized t-shirt costs around $17. The accesso-

ries also add up quickly. A puka shell necklace costs around 

$9, and five scrunchies cost about $12. One Pura Vida brace-
let can cost up to $9 .  

Sixth grade REACH student Sophia considers herself a 

VSCO girl. She says, “I like being a VSCO girl because it’s a 

very cute style.” She adds, “I do believe I am saving the turtles 

with my Hydro Flask.”  

Waffle Cone Witches Hats 
Materials:  

Waffle cone 

Favorite type of cookie 

Chocolate melts or chocolate chips 

Sprinkles 

 

Directions: 

Melt chocolate chips in the microwave for eight seconds. Stir. 

Repeat if needed. Dip waffle cone into the chocolate. Make sure 

it is fully coated. Grab a cookie and dip the top into the choco-

late. Stick the bottom of the cone onto the top of the cookie. 

Coat the area where they meet if they are not sticking. Before 

it dries, make sure to decorate the cone with some colorful 

sprinkles! Chill for 10-20 minutes.  

 

Candy Corn Turkey Cookies 
Materials: 

Double Stuffed Oreos 

White frosting 

Pretzel sticks 

Candy eyes  

Candy corn 

 

Directions: 

Break a pretzel in half and stick  both halves in the bottom of 

the Oreo to form legs.  Do the same at the top with candy 

corn for feathers. Use three dots of icing to stick the candy 

eyes on and to put candy corn for the beak. Enjoy! 

www.commons.wikimedia.org 

www.pixabay.com 



Horse races are fun to watch; however, are they really good 

for the horses? In my opinion, horse racing is cruel to the horses 

because it leads to injuries. Also, I think that the races only ben-

efit people who make money from the races.   

Horses are constantly raced, which can lead to injuries. 

Horses need time and proper treatment for racing wounds to 

heal. Unfortunately, the race horses are often not given either of 

those things. According to Peta Kids, if horses get hurt during a 

race or even during their training, they are often only given med-

ication to make the pain of the injury go away so they will keep 

racing. This type of treatment can only make their injuries 

worse, which can even lead to a horse dying!  

To be entered into its first race, a horse must be at least 

two years old. According to Peta Kids, because of how young 

some of the horses start racing, they can hurt their bones. Their 

bones are still growing, and it is hard for them to be raced 

around the track as young as they are at the speed they are 

forced to race. Not only does the horse’s life start out bad, but 

it can also end up bad. According to Peta Kids, if a race horse 

does not win a certain amount of races, that horse can be 

shipped somewhere to be cast away. Most horses are cast away 

at the age of five or six.   

To be good at racing, horses have to be trained well. This 

training can get pretty intense. Often, the trainer will overwork 

a horse which can lead to injuries. As stated earlier, when hors-

es get injuries, they are often  not treated the right way. Training 

is usually the main cause of a horse’s injuries leading to the death 

of the horse. All a horse wants is to live a happy life; it should 

not be forced to do something, especially something that can 
lead to its death. 

The reason people love watching the races is that they can 

benefit from them. People bet on the horses that  they think will 

win, and the winning gamblers make money off of the races. In 

my opinion, the horse rider should get the money from the race 

to help treat the horse properly if it gets hurt or just to take 

care of it. People should use their gambling money to donate to 

the horses instead of trying to get rich.  

In closing, horses should not be raced because they are not 

treated correctly when they are injured. Also, they are either 

too young to race or too young to be cast away, and their train-

ing is too rough. Finally, only people benefit from horse racing, 

not the horses. 
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Races Not Healthy for Horses 
by Maddie 

  

www.goodfreephotos.com 

Hilinski Brings Hope to USC 
By Ren 

 Ryan Hilinski is University of South 

Carolina's (USC) current starting quarter-

back; however, most USC fans did not 

know much about him until this season 

when he became the new starting quarter-

back after Jake Bentley’s season ending 

injury. 

How did Hilinski land at USC? Accord-

ing to The State, he was ranked number 64 

in the country and number 12 in his home 

state of California for his graduating class in 

2019. He was also ranked as the number 

two pro-style passer in the nation. His sen-

ior stats included 2,771 yards, 29 touch-

downs and 10 interceptions, and 64.2 per-

cent completion rate for his passes. 

According to CBS Sports, Hilinski be-

came the new starting quarterback when 

Jake Bentley’s foot was injured during the 

University of North Carolina and the Uni-

versity of South Carolina game. Bentley had 

to have foot surgery and will not be able to 

play the rest of the season. As a result, 

Hilinski was named as the Gamecocks’ new 

starting quarterback for the 2019- 2020 

season. 

Hilinski was named Freshman of the 

Week by the Southeastern Conference 

(SEC) for his first game performance for 

the Gamecocks against the University of 

Alabama. Even though it was a loss for his 

team, he completed 18 of 28 passes for 175 

yards for one touchdown and no intercep-

tions.   

Off the field, Hilinski has also drawn a 

lot of attention. His brother Tyler Hilinski 

was a quarterback for Washington State 

University who committed suicide in 2018. 

His family has created a foundation called 

Hilinski's Hope to raise awareness about 

mental health issues for student-athletes. 

Ryan wears the same number three jersey 

that his brother wore to honor him, and 

USC fans, along with fans from opposing 

teams, raise three finger salutes to show 

support for the Hilinski family during USC 

games.  

www.commons.wikimedia.org 



 

 Minecraft Celebrates 10th Anniversary 
by Jack 
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Minecraft is a video game about 

breaking pixelated blocks and then placing 

them again in a different place to create 

something new. The game celebrates its 

ten year anniversary this year. 

According to Minecraft.net, when the 

game was created in 2009, there was only 

one game mode, survival mode. After a 

few years, Minecraft updated with item 

design changes and new modes, including 

creative, adventure, and spectator mode, 

which allowed players to fly through 

blocks. Creative mode was the game 

changer; it allowed the player to open up 

an inventory that contained every block 

in the game, and players could use them 

infinitely. Creative mode also allowed 

players to fly all over the naturally gener-

ated pixel world.  

Markus “Notch” Persson created 

Minecraft, along with his friend Jen “Jeb”  

Bergensten. They kept designing new 

features, deleting features, and changing 

features until Notch sold Mojang to Mi-

crosoft. In 2016, Mojang added Minecraft 

Education onto Minecraft Windows 10 

Edition to help educate children.  

However, in 2018, Minecraft started 

to lose popularity because of a game 

called Fortnite. Fortnite is an online, free 

to play battle royale game that gamers 
can play with friends or solo. According 

to ShackNews, Fortnite was released on 

July 21, 2017, but it did not get super 

popular until 2018. Some people still 

played Minecraft, but Fortnite took the 

gaming world by storm. In addition to 

Fortnite, Apex Legends (similar to Fort-

nite) also reduced Minecraft’s popularity 

even more. Fortnite and Apex Legends 

ruled the gaming world until 2019, when 

Minecraft announced its 10th anniversary. 

This anniversary got most of the gaming 

world’s attention, and many YouTubers 

who have never played Minecraft 

switched from whatever game they 

played before to Minecraft. Even 

Pewdiepie, this year’s biggest YouTuber, 

started playing it again after some time. 

Who knows if Fortnite will take over 

again. Maybe there will be another battle 

royale game that will take over the entire 

gaming world for a longer time than Fort-
nite. 

 A new app is taking over the social media world. This app 

was originally called Musical.ly, but it was taken over by anoth-

er company which renamed it TikTok. TikTok is a social media 

app that allows people to make short videos up to a minute 

long. Others can like, comment, or share people’s videos, and 

they can also follow the creator of the video. 

How does TikTok work? It has many features such as fil-

ters that allow users to change the color of their hair and eyes, 

and it also has a wide range of sounds and music. Users can 

also create a split screen that allows them to sing the same 

song as another creator. Users can follow and search popular 

creators. In fact, many YouTubers and famous people share 

their lives on TikTok. 

Is TikTok safe for kids? According to Common Sense Media, 

videos are not age-appropriate for kids because they may in-

clude swearing and inappropriate content. One way to be safe 

on TikTok is to have  a private account. Private accounts pro-

tect a user’s profile because the only people who follow an 

account may see it. 

Fourth grade REACH student Dereanne agrees that the 
content is not always good. She said, “When it was called Mu-

sical.ly it was family friendly, but then another company took 

over and called it TikTok. Now it has bad words and it is not 

family friendly.” A sixth grade REACH student named Sophia 

had the same opinion about TikTok. She said that there are a 

lot of bad words and most people lie about their age.  

TikTok Takes Over Social Media 

by Chapel 
New Movies This Holiday Season 

by Timothie 

This fall, two highly anticipated Disney movies are headed 

to theaters: Frozen 2 and Star Wars: Episode IX. Younger audi-

ences, such as kids 4-8 years old, will most likely enjoy Frozen 

2, while  older audiences, such as tweens or older, will most 

likely enjoy Star Wars: Episode IX. 

According to Common Sense Media, Frozen 2 will be re-

leased on November 22, 2019, and it is rated PG. Some actors 

who appear in the movie include Idina Menzel as Elsa, Kristen 

Bell as Anna, Josh Gad as Olaf, and Jonathan Groff as Kristoff. 

The story tells how Elsa got her powers and how the answer 

threatens the kingdom of Arendelle. Together, the main char-

acters set out on a dangerously fun journey. In the first Frozen, 

Elsa thought that her power was too much for the world to 

handle, but in Frozen 2 she hopes her power is enough to sur-

vive the adventures. Movie fans will be happy to know that the 

movie will feature seven new songs. 

 The last film about the Skywalker Saga has been awaited by 

tweens, teens, and older people: Star Wars: Episode IX. The film 

is the last film of the Skywalker Saga. 

In this holiday blockbuster, the sur-
viving members of the Resistance 

face the First Order. With the pow-

er and knowledge from the past, the 

final battle arrives. There are no 

ratings for the movie yet, but it is 

expected to be PG-13. The movie 

will be released on December 20, 

2019. The cast will include Carrie 

Fisher as Princess Leia, Daisy Ridley 

as Rey, John Boyega as Finn, and 

Adam Driver as Kylo Ren.  

www.pixabay.com 

www.commons.wikimedia.org 
www.publicdomainfiles.com 
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This year at REACH, we welcome a new 

teacher, Mr. Jayson Oxendine! 
Mr. Oxendine grew up in Aiken, South 

Carolina, and he went to the Culinary Art Insti-

tute of  Charleston for a year. (Yes, he is a 

trained chef!) After culinary school, he went to 

the University of South Carolina Aiken where 

he majored in Elementary Education. Mr. Ox-

endine decided to become a teacher so he 

could make a difference and be a positive role 

model for students. 
Before teaching at REACH, Mr. Oxendine 

taught at North Augusta Elementary in North 

Augusta, South Carolina. While at North Au-

gusta Elementary, he taught math, science, so-

cial studies and writing to gifted students. 
Now that he is at REACH, Mr. Oxendine 

integrates ELA and science in his gifted units. 

He teaches Forces and Interactions for third 

grade, Input/Output of the Human Brain for 
fourth grade, Robotics for fifth grade, and Infec-

tion Detection for sixth grade. Mr. Oxendine 

enjoys getting to work with all the different 

grade levels every week. 

Students in his sixth grade class have en-

joyed getting to learn about infectious diseases, 

and they have done hands-on activities to learn 

about them. According to Maddie, a sixth grad-

er in Mr, Oxendine’s Infection Detection class, 

“We tested a few different hand soaps to see 

which one was the safest. It was a lot of fun.” 
Outside of teaching, Mr. Oxendine likes to 

spend time with his friends and family, and he 

also enjoys watching sports. He and his wife 

Mallory have been married for over two years. 

They have a six month old son named Oliver 

and a Malshi dog named Banks. 

 

Mr. Oxendine pauses for a 

photo while loading REACH 

buses in the afternoon. 
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